
CUSTOMS ACT, 1962
[Act No. 52 of Year 1962 dated 13th. December, 1962]

An Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to customs.
Be it enacted by Parliament in the Thirteenth Year of the Republic of India as follows:-

CHAPTER-I
PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, extent and commencement
(1) This Act may be called the Customs Act, 1962.

1[(2) It extends to the whole of India.]

(3) It shall come into force on such date2 as the Central Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, appoint.

2. Definitions
In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

3[(1) "adjudicating authority" means any authority competent to pass any order or decision
under this Act, but does not include the Board, Commissioner (Appeals) or Appellate Tribunal;

(1A) "aircraft" has the same meaning as in the Aircraft Act, 1934 (22 of 1934);

(1B) "Appellate Tribunal" means the Customs, Excise and Gold (Control) Appellate Tribunal
constituted under section 129;]

(2) "assessment" includes provisional assessment, reassessmentand any order of assessment
in which the duty assessed is nil;

(3) "baggage" includes unaccompanied baggage but does not include motor vehicles;

(4) "bill of entry" means a bill of entry referred to in section 46;

(5) "bill of export" means a bill of export referred to in section 50;

(6) "Board" means the 4[Central Board of Excise and Customs constituted under the Central
Boards of Revenue Act, 1963 (54 of 1963)];

(7) "coastal goods" means goods, other than imported goods, transported in a vessel fromone
port in India to another;

5[(7A) "Commissioner (Appeals) "means a person appointed to be a Commissioner of Customs
(Appeals) under sub-section (1) of section 4;]

(8) "Commissioner of Customs" , except for the purposes of Chapter XV, includes an Additional
Commissioner of Customs;

(9) "conveyance" includes a vessel, an aircraft and a vehicle;

(10) "customs airport" means any airport appointed under clause (a) of section 7 to be a
customs airport;

(11) "customs area" means the area of a customs station and includes any area in which


